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L I Middle Schoolers

Design, Build
O a k Pa rk Middle School architecture enthusiasts unleashed their
creativity in a series of hands-on design and building

workshops earlier this year. About 40 aspiring archi-

Educat ion tects and designers took part in the new Architecture

Adventure after-school and Saturday sessions at Percy

Fou nda‘t ion Julian in February and Brooks in April.

Students were given the task of designing a dream
space or structure. After creating hand-colored eleva-

ArCh IteCtu re tion schemes, they used the tools and materials of ar-

Adve ntu re chitecture professionals to carefully construct models

made of foam core and chipboard. The ynished designs
Now ynishing Architecture Adven- included everything from small cabin-type structures to
tureis 2nd year, the Oak Park Educa- large temples and hotels using simple and

tion Foundation is thrilled with
the exciting projects com-
pleted by nearly 1,000
District 97 students,
art teachers and
professionals
from the com-
munity.

complex geometric shapes as de-
sign inspiration.

“l thought that it would
be pretty cool to de-
sign my own room
and even cooler
to design my
dream building,”

Forexample, said Naren C., a
10 architects Brooks 6th grad-
visited  Mr. er. He created
Pattersonis what he called a
Whittier art “futuristic man-
classroom sion,” an intricate
to help build angular  structure

a large scale
chess set. Groups
of students con-
structed chess pieces,
based on famous struc-

made with wooden
dowels and acetate
that he envisioned to be
built of steel and glass.

tures th_e_y had researche_d, us- B Xavier M., a Brooks 6th grader, cre-
ing traditional model-making materials ated an octagonal shaped museum with a
and tools.

central dome that provided light for the space. Some
students expanded their vision to the surrounding land-
scape, like Brooks student Hannah M., who designed a
gateway and courtyard with ponds and a power garden.
Fiona F., a Julian 7th grader, built elaborate interior fur-
nishings in a room that would rival the miniatures at the
Art Institute.

In this issue of Take Note, youill read
about 5th graders at Lincoln and
Mann, working with their art teachers,
who investigated house styles in their
neighborhoods and designed their
own friezes and pediments.

Adrienne McMullen, OPEF’s Architecture Adventure Co-
ordinator, directed the workshops at Julian and Brooks
with the assistance of
Joe Berton and Sophia
Lyman. Eric Davis, an ar-
chitect with CDM in Chi-
cago, gave the Brooks
students a presentation
on sustainable green ar-
chitecture and provided
technical assistance for
the group.

Youlill also read about the After-School
Club at Julian, where students de-
signed and built models of their dream
rooms. And the Saturday Club at
Brooks, where students studied build-
ings that fibreak the box,0 and then cre-
ated their own buildings using geomet-
ric forms in atypical ways.

These projects and many more were
made possible with the help of Art
Awareness parent volunteers and of
course, the Architecture Adventure
architects and other professionals.
Thank you to all who helped expose
our students to the fascinating world of
architecture right outside -- and inside
-- their doors!

“The kids and | were ex-
cited to be guided by
working architects in de-
veloping poor plans and

Teacher. Plans are in the

works for expanded projects in both middle schools,
during the school day as well as after school, in the fall
and spring.

Adrienne McMullen
Architect and Architecture Adventure
Coordinator

www.oakparkeducationfoundation.org
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ABOVE: Mann students and art teacher Mrs. Dagostino work on
renderings of residential designs. LEFT: Fifth grade Architecture
Adventure students design entryways using elements from Oak
Park and around the world.

Entryways to
Architecture

Itis time to create and the students in Mrs. Marinois
yfth grade art classes are nervous. Theyive learned
about architecture in class and during a yeld trip
through their neighborhood. Today Katie Chakola,
an IIT graduate student in architecture, is visiting
their class to give feedback on their entryway de-
signs. Their ynal designs will be painted on a 9i x
120 canvas board as part of an exhibit titled fiLin-
colnis Entryways.0 Chakola makes her way around
the room, interested and impressed.

While some students have traditional designs,
many have fanciful creations. Danny W. shows his
design with pride. He points out elements in his de-
sign and conydently uses architectural terms such
as frieze, Corinthian columns and gabled roof. Col-
lin P. has created a fiHouse of Weather,o with design
elements that look and sound like weather. Aidan S.
has designed an entrance that looks like a snakefs
mouth, while Tony H. has created
an fiEntertainment House,0 with
speakers and screens panking his
entrance.

Chakola asks every child what
their vision is and offers sugges-
tions to accomplish them. For Se-
bastien J., this means yguring out
how to contain pames atop col-
umns. For Rachel P., itis adding a
swirled door handle to call atten-
tion to the swirled detail above the
door.

Kevin Jones and 9 other architects helped Mr. Patterson’s
models,” said Joe Ber- students at Whittier build chess pieces modeled on notable By the end of the class, the room

ton, Julian Applied Arts works of architecture.

is humming. A number of students

leave with plans to further develop
ideas at Chakolals urging. The excitement generat-
ed in these students will continue long after theyive
left this room.






