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In this issue of take
note, read about re-
cent Oak Park Edu-
cation Foundation
Architecture Adven-
ture and Geared Up
projects, as well as
our summer pro-
grams from 2009. In
future issues we'll tell
you more about this
year's  happenings
with Vex Robotics,
Global Village and
Art Start.

The Oak Park Edu-
cation  Foundation
brings artists, ar-
chitects,  scientists,
and technology
experts into K-8th
grade  classrooms
at every District 97
school. Learn more at
oakparkeducationfoundation.org.

Dear Mr. Fidrych premiere and
OPEF benefit

October 8, 2009 was the Oak Park
premiere of Mike Cramer’s movie,
Dear Mr. Fidrych, to beneyt the Oak
Park Education Foundation. What a
terriyc movie and wonderful commu-
nity event! Thanks to Mike Cramer
& Harlene Ellin, the Lake Theatre,
Downtown Oak Park, and many of
you for raising nearly $4,500 to sup-
port OPEF's programs in District 97
schools.

New OPEF Video...
and We’re on Facebook

See all 5 OPEF programs in action on
our new 2-minute video. Our sincerest
thanks to Kathryn Hempel at Cutters
for creating this exciting spot. We're
also on Facebook -- check us out and
friend us!

Third graders use Legos to test force-and-motion
science concepts.
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District Third Graders
Are Geared Up!

Brandon J. was working hard to make his windmill pow-
erful enough to push his sailboat. Ahsha S. explained
how the bottom gear on her street sweeper “really does
all the work.” Both were using Lego kits in OPEF’s new
Geared Up program to build everything from simple le-
vers to complex motor-powered machines.

All District 97 3rd graders this year
will have the opportunity to do
Geared Up, which was piloted in
a few schools in 2008-2009. Stu-
dents build machines and test the
force-and-motion concepts they
are learning in their third-grade
science unit. Longfellow teacher
Eric Podlasek explained that, for
instance, when the curriculum in-
troduces the concept of pulleys,
his students can build and test a
Lego yshing pole. filt takes the
curriculum a step further so kids
can see the principles in action.”

On this particular day, most of Mr.
Pod’s students gathered at lunch
hour to continue their building and
experiments. They worked alone,
in groups, and also spontane-
ously together to help each other
problem-solve. Shaolyn R. was building a freewheeler,
and she and Mr. Podlasek were discussing “friction”—
how something was inhibiting the wheel from turning.
Another student, Jack T., chimed in to help, pointing out
that she was missing an important gear.

In Ms. Turiés third-grade class at Holmes, students were
building yrst-class levers. They experimented with how
to distribute the “load” in relation to the “pivot” to in-
crease or decrease the amount of “effort” needed to lift
the load. Her class will go on to explore wheels and
axles, pulleys, and wedges. Shamar K. was trying to
make his lever move when his partner, Izaiah R., noticed
that the platform on which the load sat was too short.
Together they were able to yx it and continue their ex-
periments.

Lincoln students identify architectural styles during a neigh-
borhood walking tour.

Elementary Students
Explore Oak Park’s
Abundant Architecture

On a crisp, clear morning in mid-October, armed
with cameras and notepads, Ms. Conmy’s Lincoln
3rd graders toured a section of south Oak Park with
architect Chris Goode as part of the Architecture
Adventure program. The students had prepared
by discussing how buildings and architecture help
make a good community, and by building models of
“little Oak Parks,” one student explained.

Mr. Goode pointed out building materials on hous-
es and had the students explore their signiycance:
stucco—inexpensive and long-lasting; wood and
limestone—plentiful and local; porches—a classic
American home feature that links people socially.
One local resident on the walk talked to the students
impromptu about her “prairie” garden and house
and how they repect the vegetation and styles of
the American Midwest. Mr. Goode pointed out the
proximity of apartment buildings to transportation
within the community.

Holmes second graders in Mrs. Johnson’s class
took their walking tour along Chicago Avenue with
local architect Randy Guillot. The tour for these
students also focused on the connection
between communities and the architecture.
Mr. Guillot explained some urban plan-
ning issues to the students: where to build
a school, for instance, to make it yt in best
with the needs of the residents living there.
The students were able to observe the differ-
ences in architecture between some of the
older Victorian homes on Chicago Avenue
and the new ways of building and designing
that Wright brought to his own home further
down the street.

At both schools, and many others through-
out the district, the Architecture Adventure
will continue in regular and art class in the
coming months.

Geared Up expert Gretchen Junker helps Holmes students build and test simple
machines.






